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AN INTRODUCTION 
 

CATAWBA COLLEGE: RICH IN THE TRADITION OF SUCCESS 

 
The vitality of Catawba College lies in its tradition of strong academic programs; sensitive, 

concerned, yet demanding faculty; diverse students who share a seriousness of purpose; 

successful, loyal graduates; and informed, committed trustees.  

 

Founded in Newton, North Carolina, in 1851, out of a concern for preparing young men for 
the Christian ministry, the college moved to Salisbury in 1925. From one building, Catawba 

College has grown to a campus with 29 buildings on 276 acres of land and a physical plant 

valued in excess of $30 million. Catawba College is governed by a Board of Trustees of over 

45 men and women. Fully accredited by the Southern Associatio
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FIRST SEMESTER 
AUGUST 
15 Monday/Graduate Student Registration 
17 Wednesday/Classes Begin 

24 Wednesday/Last Day to Add a Course/Last 
 Day to File for December or January  
 Graduation 

 

SEPTEMBER 
5 Labor Day Holiday/No Classes 
26 0RQGD\�/DVW�'D\�WR�5HPRYH�³, �́*UDGHV 

 Outstanding from Spring 
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4. provide evidence of acceptable National Teacher Examination scores, PRAXIS 

scores, or test scores used by other states and accepted by the State of North 

Carolina for reciprocal licensing; 
5. provide three satisfactory letters of recommendation from persons who have 

NQRZOHGJH� RI�WKH�DSSOLFDQW¶s academic and professional performance or potential; 

6. complete a satisfactory interview with the Director of the Graduate Program; and 

7. complete and submit all necessary application forms including a personal statement 

concerning reasons for desiring graduate study . 
 

Conditional admission may be granted to an applicant with an undergraduate grade point 

average slightly under 3.0 if there is evidence of academic ability sufficient to complete 

the program. Under such circumstances, the conditionally-admitted person must maintain 

a 3.0 average for the first four courses taken to be eligible to continue. 
 

Catawba College will accept up to six semester hours of transfer credit for graduate 

courses taken at other regionally accredited graduate degree granting institutions. No 

grades will be given for such credit, nor will these credits be considered in the 
computation of a final grade point average. 
 

Students not admitted to the graduate program will be permitted to register for graduate 

courses at Catawba College under the following circumstances: 

1. The courses taken have been approved for transfer credit to another graduate 

program. 

2. The courses taken are needed for teacher licensure renewal credit. 
3. The courses taken are for personal fulfillment only and ordinarily may not be 

applied to a graduate degree program. 
 

Transfer credit will be given only for graduate courses in which grades of "B" or above 

are earned and which are cRXUVHV�DSSURYHG�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQW¶s program. No undergraduate 

course credits will be counted in the total requirements for the degree program.  
 

Regularly enrolled graduate students at Catawba College who plan to take a course at 

other institutions must have completed appropriate forms in the 5HJLVWUDU¶V�2IILFH�DQG�

have the course approved by the Director of the Graduate Program before beginning the 

course. Such a course taken without prior approval may not be accepted for credit. 
 

NOTIFICATION OF ADMISSION 
 

Students who have made application will be notified in writing of the Graduate 
Admissions &RPPLWWHH¶V�GHFLVLRQ�DV�VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�DIWHU�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�SURFHVV�KDV�

been completed. 
 

ADMISSION OF POST-BACCALAUREATE UNCLASSIFIED (PBU) STUDENTS 

INTO GRADUATE COURSES 
 

Non-degree seeking persons who wish to pursue graduate studies for personal enrichment 

or renewal of a teaching license and who hold a baccalaureate degree from a recognized 

accredited college or university are allowed to take certain courses offered in the graduate 
program. These students are categorized as Post-baccalaureate Unclassified (PBU). The 

courses Action Research I and II and Graduate Capstone are reserved for graduate 

students. PBU students may take an independent study with the approval of the Teacher 

Education Department. Graduate credits earned as a PBU student are not normally 

applicable to a graduate degree. However, should a PBU student wish to apply for 
admission to the graduate program, and if that student would have clearly qualified for 



7 

admission at the time the credit was earned, then that  PBU student may apply up to nine 

VHPHVWHU�KRXUV�WRZDUG�D�PDVWHU¶V�GHJUHH� SURYLGHG�WKDW  approval is secured from the 

Graduate Council. 
 

PBU students go through general admissions and not through the graduate admissions. 
Graduate tuition applies only to those students who are admitted into the graduate 

program. 
 

STUDENT EXPENSES AND FEES 
All tuition and fees are subject to change, without notice, by the Catawba College Board 
of Trustees. 

Application Fee  $25.00 

Tuition (Per semester hour of credit)  $185.00 

Parking Fee $25.00 per semester 
 

REFUND/REPAYMENT POLICY 
 

The College is required to use Federal software to calculate refunds for students 

withdrawing before the 60% point in the semester. Students who officially withdraw 

from a class during the first seven (7) calendar days of the semester (based on the 

schedule for day program) receive a 60% refund of tuition for that class; a 35% refund 

during the second seven (7) calendar days; a 25% refund during the third seven (7) 
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Assistance has received the SAR, the staff will be able to provide assistance in the federal 

loan process. 
 

Since financial assistance is limited for graduate students, applicant s are encouraged to 

seek scholarships and aid through outside sources. Students are encouraged to contact 

websites such as www.FASTWEB.com or www.scholarsaid.com for assistance in 

locating outside scholarship and loan resources. 
 

In addition to the FAFSA, all financial aid applicants who have attended colleges or 

universities other than Catawba College must submit a Financial Aid Transcript (FAT) 

for each school previously attended. Copies of the form may be obtained from the 

Financial Assistance Office. Requests for financial aid will be considered only after the 
SAR and FAT(s) have been received by the Financial Assistance Office. 
 

An award decision cannot be made until an applicant has been admitted to the graduate 

program, so the student should complete the admission procedure as early as possible. 
 

The Lillian C. Peeler Scholarship was established for graduate students. This scholarship 

is awar
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In this grading system, each semester hour passed has a grade point value equated to the 

letter grade. Thus, a student who earns an A in a three-semester-hour course earns 12 

grade points for that course whereas an A- would yield 11.1 grade points (3 semester 
hours X 3.7 grade points) in the same course. 
 

The cumulative grade point average (GPA) is obtained by dividing the total semester 

hours attempted into the total grade points earned. The grades of I, S, U, and W are not 

used in this calculation. Semester and cumulative grade point averages are indicated on 

the grade report at the end of each semester. 
 

The grade of I may be given when a student, because of extenuating circumstances, is 

unable to complete a course in a particular semester. The student must complete the work 

within 40 calendar days of the next regular (non summer) date of registration after the 
end of the semester in which the I grade was earned. Otherwise, the grade of I 

automatically becomes an F. Exemption may be granted upon petition to the Graduate 

Council before the 40 calendar-day deadline. 
 

The grades of S and U are used as final grades in the Action Research courses, the 

Graduate Capstone, and independent study. 
 

Academic records may be withheld for failure to satisfy financial or other 

responsibilities. 
 

DROPPING AND ADDING COURSES 
 

Courses may be added during a designated period at the beginning of each term, pending 
proper approval and payment of stated fees. A student may not enter a class after it has 

met more than three hours. 
 

A student may withdraw from a course with a grade of W up to the date posted in the 
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As explained earlier in this catalog, Catawba College defines a full-time graduate student 

as one taking 6 hours. A half-time student is one taking 3 hours. 
 

APPEAL OF GRADES 
 

Any complaint involving a course grade must first be appealed to the professor assigning 

the grade. If the complaint is not resolved at that level, the student may appeal to the 

Graduate Council for a hearing. 

 
CLASS SCHEDULING 
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No graduate credit will be given for the completion of any part of the National Board 

process without certification. Catawba College will grant graduate credit for National 

Board Certification awarded within the five years preceding the graduate program, and 
that certification must be retained through 
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Report and accompanying media presentation, the content paper and accompanying 

media presentation, and the self-evaluation of professional dispositions must be approved 

and archived on Taskstream. 
 

Coursework counted toward the degree must be completed in five years, counting from 

the earliest course used for degree credit. For graduate credit to be awarded for National 

Board Certification, the certificate must have been awarded within the five years 

preceding the graduate program, and that certification must be retained through 
completion of the master's program. Any exceptions to these policies must be approved 

by the Graduate Council.  
 

Application for admission to candidacy must be made upon completion of at least 21 

semester hours and prior to completing action research. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 
 
GRADUATE COURSE NUMBERING SYSTEM 
 

The Graduate Program at Catawba College uses a four-digit numbering system. The first 

digit in the series indicates the instructional level of the course: 

4 = non-traditional or graduate level (with undergraduate enrollment permitted on a 
selective basis); 

5 = graduate (undergraduate enrollment not permitted); 
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Standard 4: Student Learning 

Teacher leaders facilitate student learning through evidence-based practice informed by 

research. They understand and apply research in child and adolescent development, 
cognitive development, and general and specialized pedagogy. They encourage critical 

reading, writing and thinking in the learning process. 
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1c. Professional and Pedagogical Knowledge and Skills for Teacher Candidates 

Acceptable: Candidates reflect on their practice and are able to identify their 

strengths and areas of needed improvement. They engage in professional activities. 
They have a thorough understanding of the school, family, and community contexts 

in which they work, and they collaborate with the professional community to create 

meaningful learning experiences for all students. They are aware of current research 

and policies related to schooling, teaching, learning, and best practices. They are 

able to analyze educational research and policies and can explain the implications 
for their own practice and for the profession. 

 

Target:

axperiences  
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Standard 3: Field Experiences and Clinical Practice  

3b. Design, Implementation, and Evaluation of Field Experiences and Clinical 

Practice  
Acceptable: Candidates participate in field experiences that require them to apply 

course work in classroom settings, analyze P-12 student learning, and reflect on 

their practice in the context of theories on teaching and learning. They engage in 

structured activities that involve analysis of data, the use of technology and current 

research, and the application of knowledge related to students, families, and 
communities. 

 

Target: Candidates participate in field experiences that require them to critique 

and synthesize educational theory related to classroom practice based on their own 

applied research. This research is theoretically based, involves the use of research 

and technology, and has real world applications. 
 

THE GRADUATE E 
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THE DIRECTORY 
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